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THE INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION 


JUNE 18, 1955. 
STAFF MEMORANDUM 


To: Hon. James P. Richards, Chairman. 
From: Albert C. F. Westphal, Staff Consultant. 


Subject: The Inter-Parliamentary Union. 


Pursuant to instructions of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
there follows a short study on the Inter-Parliamentary Union, 
including the American Group. 


The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) is an association of national 
legislative Groups each organized under its own rules and officers. In 
some cases, all members of the legislative body are automatically 
members of the National Group. Thus, in the United States all 
—— of Congress are automatically members of the American 

roup. 

The purpose of the IPU is set forth in Article 1 of its Statutes: 


The aim of the Inter-Parliamentary Union is to promote personal contacts 
between members of all Parliaments, constituted into National Groups, and to 
unite them in common action to secure and maintain the full participation of 
their respective States in the firm establishment and development of democratic 
institutions and in the advancement of the work of international peace and 
co-operation, particularly by means of a universal organisation of Nations. 
With this object in view, the Inter-Parliamentary Union will also study and seek 
solutions for all questions of an international character suitable for settlement 
by parliamentary action and shall make suggestions for the development of 
parliamentary institutions, with a view to improving the working of those insti- 
tutions and increasing their prestige. 


Conferences 

The first meeting of the IPU, held in Paris in 1889, arose out of the 
endeavors of several members of European parliaments to promote 
international arbitration. The exploratory efforts of William Randal 
Cremer of England and Frederic Passy of France, both parlia- 
mentarians, resulted in the Paris meeting at which representatives of 
9 legislative bodies, including 1 delegate from the United States, 
formed the IPU. 

The annual conference of the National Groups is the most distinctive 
feature of the [PU. Between 1889 and 1914, 18 conferences were 
held. Except for the period of the two world wars and an occasional 
lapse in the 1920’s, the conferences have been held regularly, usuaily 
at the capital of one of the member countries. Three conferences 
have met in the United States—1904 in St. Louis in conjunction with 
the World’s Fair, 1925 in Washington (and later in Ottawa), and 1953 
in Washington. Forty-three nations have affiliated National Groups, 
of which an average of 34 has been in attendance at the conference in 
the last few years. In addition, other countries have sent observers. 
The number of delegates is now well over 200. 
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The 1955 conference will be held in Helsinki in August. Following 
is a list of the conferences held since the foundation of the organization: 


Inter-Parliamentary Conferences 
) 
Coun- 





























" Coun- 
Num- | tries || Num- | tries 
ber | Date Place repre- || ber | Date Place repre- 
sented || sented 
ST oe i — ee 
Bh SG NN sc oaiccn ann nnaneoen 9 || 23} 1925 | Washington-Ottawa-- 41 
Be Gee 0 eNO a cerns cinenan 11 || 24 | 1097 | Paris..................- 33 
3 1891 | EES es 17 | 25 1928 UN i he ele anna att 38 
JE Sk EER 12 || i eae 32 
5 1894 | The Hague-._..----...-- 15 | 27 | 1931 NI ok bicicewios cus 20 
0 ee SN sot cwcmnkeaied 15 || Eee 27 
71. i eeeeees.....-..-..-.220 15 | tik ae. 27 
2°vU U6Fmh “ae 12 | 30 | 1934 | Istanbul..............-- 18 
9} 1899 | Christiama_.........._.- 18 | 31} 1935 | Brussels--_..-- ETS aioe 20 
3 SS ee aS 19 | 32 | 1936 | Budapest__-..........-- 22 
7 te | yee 2. ee 16 | er ANE RS ne wae 24 
12 1904 8 eae ee 15 | 34 1938 ee MEMO. Gi den caccdud 25 
13 Be 0 IE iewninviecccdane 17 |} ae DR “eee 22 
14| 1906 | London...------------- 24 | OE NE PIR in ccivcccecccecens 24 
15 | 1908 tle etnies sa 18 || 37 | 1948 NN. enone Sed ds ae 39 
16 1910 es 19 | 38 1949 Stookweelm.. ............ 29 
UU eee 18 | 39 | 1950 RS Sle en Saeed eicwon 34 
4. 30S 1 Tee Hagm............. 19 | ad ee ere 32 
19 1921 Stockholm..__.......--- 12 41 1952 IE tA ksinweviinnmas 34 
20 1922 | Vienna- bdkbccak won 26 42 1953 Washington. --........-- 33 
21} 1923 | Copenhagen.........._- 26 | OP) RN. TR oo cs se eicsd 37 
22 .1924 Bern-Geneva.--_------. 26 | 
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Delegates to the conference are named by the National Group. 
Although the Statutes of the IPU limit the size of the delegation to the 
number of votes to which the Group is entitled, this article is not 
enforced. Votingis weighted. Each National Group has a minimum 
of 5 votes. Additional votes are given on the basis of (1) population 
of the country and (2) the preponderance of National Group member- 
ship in the lower house of parliament. The United States is now 
entitled to 29 votes, although the United States delegation to recent 
conferences has averaged 12. The United States delegation has 
followed the practice of voting as a unit. Other Groups, however, 
have split their votes. 

Standing study committees prepare the resolutions to be discussed 
by the conference. At present there are seven such committees: 
(1) Political and Organization Questions; (2) Juridical Questions; 
(3) Economic and Financial Questions; (4) Non-Self-Governing 
Territories and Ethnical Questions; (5) Reduction of Armaments; 
(6) Social and Humanitarian Questions; and (7) Intellectual Rela- 
tions. Each National Group is represented on each of the committees. 
After details of wording have been worked out, they are presented to 
the Inter-Parliamentary Council, composed of two delegates from 
each National Group. The Council gives final approval to the resolu- 
tions, and plans details of the agenda and conference. The various 
documents are printed as “preliminary documents” and sent to the 
Groups a month before the conference meets. 

The resolutions generally mirror current international issues and 
problems. Before the First World War many of them were devoted to 
means of improving international arbitration and urging the creation 
of an international tribunal. In the 1930’s resolutions were considered 
on the subject of disarmament, military and economic sanctions, the 
determination of an aggressor, the protection of national minorities, 
and economic and financial problems. 
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Since the end of the Second World War, the conferences have 
discussed colonialism and self-determination, economic and technical 
assistance, the role of parliaments in foreign affairs, problems of 
reduction of armaments and security, functioning of the United 
Nations, United Nations Charter review, disarmament, and efforts to 
insure universal protection of copyrights. 

Resolutions are adopted by a simple majority vote of the delegates. 
They are expressions of opinion and have no binding force. The 
delegations are obligated to convey them to their respective parlia- 
ments and to report before the next conference on action taken on 
them. 

Neither the IPU nor the annual conference makes policy. By 
providing for a full discussion of the issues, the conference projects 
in an informal manner the thinking of sizable segments of national 
populations. As elected representatives of their people delegates are 
able to discuss pertinent, and often sensitive, international issues 
with a frankness not always available to other government officials. 


Other bodies 


The permanent headquarters of the IPU is the Bureau of the Inter- 
Parliamentary Union located in Geneva. A small staff, headed by a 
Secretary General, performs administrative functions and serves as a 
clearinghouse for the affiliated National Groups. It publishes an 
official organ, the Inter-Parliamentary Bulletin, about 5 or 6 times a 
year, as well as the proceedings of the annual conference. Another 
regular publication is the Constitutional and Parliamentary Informa- 
tion quarterly containing the texts of legislative and constitutional 
documents. Both publications are produced in English and French. 

An Executive Committee of seven supervises the work of the IPU, 
The American member is presently Hon. Harold D. Cooley, whose 
term expires in 1956. The committee met in Geneva in December 
1954, and in Rome in April 1955. 

The Inter-Parliamentary Council, composed of two delegates from 

each Group, handles organizational details of the annual conference e, 
‘anhahae the agenda, and makes up the budget. The American 
members are Hon. Daniel A. Reed and Hon. Harold D. Cooley. In 
the past it has met the day following Easter at Cannes, Nice, or 
Monaco. ‘This year it met at Rome. In 1956, at the invitation of 
Marshal Tito, it will meet in Yugoslavia. 

Some activities and problems 

The Inter-Parliamentary Union is both “nonparty”’ and “all party.”’ 
Political parties as such are not represented, but National Groups and 
delegations include all political gradations. Until World War II the 
Communist Party was the only party not represented. Since the 
war delegations have included Communists. 

The intangible but real value of the conferences was well expressed 
by the Honorable Daniel A. Reed in his comments on the 1954 Con- 
ference in Vienna. He concluded with this statement: 

I have been a member of the Congress of the United States and hence a member 
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union since 1918. In all those years I have rarely 
missed the opportunity of attending a Conference of our Union. After each 
Conference my faith in the contribution which the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
makes toward more friendly understanding between nations has been reinforced. 
I am convinced that through our Union each of us has an opportunity to play an 


ever-increasing role in the search for peace (Inter-Parliamentary Bulletin, Sep- 
tember—October 1954, p. 93). 
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A peripheral benefit of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and its 
annual conferences are the smaller meetings among the delegates. 
In 1913 the Japanese and United States delegations at The Hague 
meeting exchanged reciprocal notes of invitation. The stated purpose 
was to consider in an informal way “those questions and problems 
touching more peculiarly and particularly the relations between Japan 
and the United States of America, properly the subjects for inter- 
parliamentary discussion (the Inter-Parliamentary Union, Handbook 
of the American Group, 1914, p. 8). 

In 1954, a meeting of Italian and German parliamentary groups 
was held in Italy. In connection with the establishment of the 
Western European Union plans were made for a Western European 
Union Parliamentary Assembly. 

An Autonomous Section of Secretaries General of Parliaments has 
been organized. Its meetings are devoted to a study of the adminis- 
trative and procedural work of parliaments. 

Only one Group may be formed in each parliament. Although there 
is no formal vote of admission, the Group must be certified by the 
Inter-Parliamentary Council. Should it be challenged at a confer- 
ence, it can only be seated by a two-thirds vote of the members. 

In 1948 at Rome, representatives of Republican Spain—a govern- 
ment in exile—applied for membership. The rules do not provide 
that the Group must represent the government in power. The dele- 
gates of Republican Spain, however, were unable to secure visas 
admitting them to countries where the conferences were held until 1954, 
when Austria granted them a visa. 

More recently, a group from the Chinese legislative body on Formosa 
applied for admission as the Republic of China. It was denied ad- 
mission. It is understood that if this group applied under some other 
name, such as the Government of National China on Formosa, its 
admission would be looked upon favorably. At present there is no 
Chinese representation in the IPU. i 

There is now under consideration a change in the rules which would 
deny a delegation the right to represent a government that does not 
operate on its own soil. It is expected that this rule will be adopted 
by the annual conference at Helsinki. 

It is not planned to make the rule retroactive, thus permitting 
Republican Spain to remain in the TIPU. To date Republican Spain 
has made only token payments that are not in accordance with the 
scale of payments laid down in the Statutes. If the rule on full pay- 
ment is enforced by the Helsinki conference, Republican Spain will 
be excluded unless it raises the necessary funds. Those who oppose 
representation by Franco Spain point out that the Cortes is not a 
parliament since more than a majority of its members are appointed 
by the head of the government. A similar argument can be made 
against delegations representing the satellite countries, which with- 
drew in 1948 but reentered in 1954. 

In February 1955, the Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics adopted a declaration favoring— 
the establishment of direct relations between Parliaments, the exchange of parlia- 


mentary delegates, the hearing of parliamentary delegations from one country by 
the Parliament of another country * * *, 


This declaration was sent to all embassies and legations in Moscow. 
In the light of this it is expected that the Soviet Union will have ob- 
servers at Helsinki this summer. 
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The Statutes provide that “every Member of Parliament who joins 
the Group within his Parliament, in so doing signifies his assent to 
the aim of the Union as defined in Article 1 of the Statutes” which is 
quoted above. 

The National Groups are obligated to communicate to their parlia- 
ments the resolutions of the conference and report on the results 
obtained. 

As of December 1954, the following National Groups were listed: 


America (United States of) Ireland 
Argentina Israel 
Austria Italy 
Belgium Japan 
Brazil Lebanon 
Bulgaria Luxembourg 
Burma Monaco 
Ceylon Netherlands 
Czechoslovakia Norway 
Denmark Pakistan 
Finland Philippines 
France Poland 
Germany Republican Spain 
Great Britain Rumania 
Greece Sudan 

Haiti Sweden 
Hungary Switzerland 
India Syria 
Indonesia Thailand 


Iran Turkey 
Iraq Yugoslavia 
Iceland 


Financial support 

The annual budget of the Inter-Parliamentary Union is now about 
320,000 Swiss francs (approximately $75,000). Except for small sums 
derived from the sale of its publications and from interest on deposits, 
its principal financial support comes from the annual contributions 
made by the various National Groups. A scale of assessment (calcu- 
lated in Swiss francs) has been worked out by which the United 
States for the last 3 fiscal years has been assessed 77,400 Swiss francs 
($18,000). This is 23.8 percent of the current budget. Over the last 
two decades, except for the immediate postwar years, the United States 
share has been between 20 and 25 percent of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union budget. 

Since 1948 there has been a statutory limit of $15,000 on United 
States contributions to the Inter-Parliamentary Union. In 1910 
Congress appropriated $6,000, a sum that was annually appropriated 
for almost 20 years. For a few. years this was increased to $10,000 
but in the early 1930’s was reduced to $7,500. In 1935 the appro- 
priation was restored to $10,000. In 1948 the statutory limit was 
raised to $15,000. It is now proposed to increase this to $18,000. 

The Inter-Parliamentary Bulletin for November—-December 1954 
contains the following statement (p. 163): 


Concerning Receipts, the United States Group has not yet completed nego- 
tiations with a view to bringing the contribution into line with the sums pre- 
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scribed in the established scale. This results in an annual deficiency of about 
Fr. 13000.—Fortunately, this has been counterbalanced by contributions from 
various new Groups which had not yet been taken into account in the Budget. 


At the end of 1954 the Inter-Parliamentary Union reported receipts 
of Fr. 336,733.79 against expenditures of Fr. 324,438.74. 


The American Group 


The American Group operates under bylaws adopted at the 29th 
annual meeting on February 24, 1932. They are as follows: 


Article I. Name 


The American Group of the Interparliamentary Union is organized under the 
“Statutes and Regulations” of the Union, and all its proceedings shall be regulated 
in accordance therewith. 

Article II. Membership 


Every Senator and Representative in the Congress of the United States of 
America is ipso facto a member of the Group. 

A former member, who is or has been a member of the Council of the Inter- 
parliamentary Union, may, on the recammendation of the Group, and the ap- 
proval of the Council of the Union, become an Honorary Member of the Group. 

A former member who has rendered distinguished services to the Union may, 
upon the recommendation of the Group and the approval of the Council of the 
Union, become an Honorary Member of the Group. 


Article IIT. Officers 


The Officers of the Group shall be: 

A President 

Three Vice-Presidents 

A Secretary 

A Treasurer 

An Executive Committee of nine, of which the President of the Group shall be 
the Chairman. 

Two members of the Council 

These Officers shall hold office for each Congress or until their successors are 
elected. 

Article IV. Executive Committee 


Meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held on the call of the chairman. 
The duties of the Executive Committee shall be: To prepare programs for meet- 
ings of the Group; to execute the recommendations and resolutions of the Con- 
ferences or of the Council of the Interparliamentary Union; to nominate, at the 
Annual Meeting, the permanent Executive Secretary of the Group; to approve 
the budget of the Group; to make an administrative report each year at the 
Annual Meeting of the Group; to adopt its own regulations; to perform the duties 
of the Group during the interim between meetings. 


Article V. The President 


It shall be the duty of the President to preside at meetings of the Group; to 
act as Chairman of the Executive Committee; to call such meetings of the Execu- 
tive Committee as he may deem necessary; to issue the call for all meetings of the 
Group; to appoint the delegates to the Conferences of the Interparliamentary 
Union; to approve all vouchers prior to payment. 


Article VI. Permanent Executive Secretary 


There shall be a Permanent Executive Secretary to be elected by the Group, 
upon nomination of the Executive Committee, at the ANNUAL Meeting, whose 
duties, under the direction of the President, shall be: To keep the records of the 
Group; to keep in permanent touch with the Interparliamentary Bureau; to act 
as custodian of the Group’s library and permanent archives; to prepare such 
official reports as may be required by the President, by the Interparliamentary 
Council or by the Secretary General of the Union; and with the President to 
countersign all vouchers prior to payment. 
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Article VII, Meetings 


The Group shall meet at least twice a year, one such meeting to be the Annual 
Meeting of the Group. 

The Annual Meeting of the Group shall be held on the third Monday of 
January. 

Other meetings of the Group shall be held on the call of the Executive Com- 
mittee upon its own motion, or upon the written request of twenty or more 
members. 

Article VIII. Activities 


All resolutions bearing upon the national or international policy of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, offered at any meeting of the Group, shall first be 
referred to the Executive Committee if there is any objection to immediate 
consideration. 

The Group shall adopt measures for informing the Congress of the United States 
of the acts or resolutions of the Interparliamentary Union. 

Members of the Group, having participated in the Conferences or meetings of 
the Council or Committees of the Union, shall report at meetings of the Group on 
the work in which they have taken part. 


Article IX. Resignations 


Any member of the Group may resign by written communication to the Presi- 
dent of the Group. 
Article X. Amendments 


These By-Laws may be amended, after notice previously given, by a majority 
vote of the members present at any meeting regularly called for that purpose, or 
at any Annual Meeting. A copy of the proposed amendment or amendments shall 
accompany the notice of any meeting called for the purpose of amending the 
By-Laws, and no amendments other than those thus proposed shall be considered 
at any meeting thus called or at any Annual Meeting. 


The present officers are: 


Pema aS ceed ccm ake Hon. Daniel A. Reed 
Hon. Alexander Wiley 
Hon. A. Willis Robertson 
Hon. Harold D. Cooley 

PC occ oe SO eck ce Hon. Henry O. Talle 

EO, on eee eee wocwuuin Hon. W. Robert Poage 

Hon. Paul Douglas 

Hon. W. Robert Poage 

Hon. Clifford R. Hope 

Hon. John M. Vorys 

Hon, Antoni N. Sadlak 

Hon. Thomas C. Hennings, Jr. 

Hon. Albert Gore 

Hon. John J. Sparkman 


Ve0d SNR eo Sa iceiinnd 


Members of Council 


United States delegates to the 


Hon. Daniel A. Reed 
pane ESSE Hon. Harold D. Cooley 


Inter-Parliamentary Conferences 


since 1947 have been: 


1947—Cairo (10) 


1948—Rome (14) 


Senators 
Alben W. Barkley 
Owen Brewster 
Homer Ferguson 
Carl A. Hatch 


Alben W. Barkley 
Owen Brewster 
Tom Connally 
J. Wm. Fulbright 
Carl A. Hatch 
Scott A. Lucas 


Representatives 


Harold D. Cooley 
Estes Kefauver 
W. Robert Poage 
Dewey Short 
Henry O. Talle 
John M. Vorys 


Graham Barden 
Hale Boggs 
Harold D. Cooley 
John D. Dingell 
W. Robert Poage 
Daniel A. Reed 
John J. Rooney 
Henry O. Talle 
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1949—Stockholm (12) 


1950—Dublin” (8) 


1951—-Istanbul (11) 


1952—Bern (16) 


1953— Washington (32) 


1954—Vienna (13) 


Senators 
Raymond E. Baldwin 
Homer Ferguson 
Lester Hunt 
Estes Kefauver 


Owen Brewster 
Claude Pepper 
Alexander Smith 


Homer Ferguson 
Willis Smith 


Owen Brewster 
Tom Connally 

Paul F. Douglas 
Theodore Green 
Estes Kefauver 

A. Willis Robertson 
Willis Smith 
Thomas Underwood 
Alexander Wiley 


John Sherman Cooper 
Homer Ferguson 
Ralph E. Flanders 
Albert Gore 

Theodore Green 
Lester Hunt 

Estes Kefauver 

A. Willis Robertson 
John J. Sparkman 
Alexander Wiley 


Representatives 
Hale Boggs 
Harold D. Cooley 
John D. Dingell 
Albert Gore 
Clifford R. Hope 
W. Robert Poage 
Daniel A. Reed 
Henry O. Talle 


Hale Boggs 
Harold D. Cooley 
Albert Gore 

W. Robert Poage 
Henry O. Talle 


August Andresen 
Harold D. Cooley 
Herman Eberharter 
Albert Gore 
Clifford R. Hope 
Wingate H. Lucas 
W. Robert Poage 
Antoni N. Sadlak 
Henry O. Talle 


Hale Boggs 
Harold D. Cooley 
Albert Gore 
Wingate H. Lucas 
W. Robert Poage 
Daniel A. Reed 
Henry O. Talle 


August Andresen 
Hale Boggs 
En.anuel Celler 
Harold D. Cooley 
Herman Eberharter 
Vaughan Gary 
Clifford Hope 
Kenneth Keating 
Wingate H. Lucas 
W. Robert Poage 
Frazier Reams 
Daniel A. Reed 
John Robsion 
Antoni N. Sadlak 
Henry O. Talle 
John M. Vorys 


Honorary Delegates—Former Members of United States 
Congress 


Alben W. Barkley Thomas C. Cochran 

Owen Brewster 

Tom Connally 

Claude Pepper 

and Michael Francis Doyle, Former Justice, Permanent 
Court of Arbitration at The Hague, Observer. 

James H. Duff 

Albert Gore 

John J. Sparkman 

John C. Stennis 

Alexander Wiley 


Hale Boggs 
Harold D. Cooley 
Kenneth Keating 
W. Robert Poage 
Albert Rains 
Daniel A. Reed 
Antoni N. Sadlak 
Henry O. Talle 
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Announcements of meetings of the American Group were made on 

the House or Senate floor, as follows: 

August 10, 1949, by Mr. Barkley. 

August 10, 1950, by Mr. Barkley. 

— 14, 1950, by Mr. Barkley. 

July 2: 1951, by Mr. Cooley. 

July 25. 1951, by Mr. Barkley. 

July 21, 1953, by-Mr. Ferguson. 

July 22, 1953, by Mr. Vorys. 

July 20, 1954, by Mr. Talle. 

March 10, 1955, by Mr. Talle. 
Notices were sent to Members in January 1954 and 1955 by Mr. 
Talle, announcing a meeting later in the month. 

In addition to the authorization for an annual contribution to the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union, Coagress has authorized since 1935 an 
identical sum to pay the expenses of the American delegation to the 
conferences. From 1935 to 1938 the authorization was $10,000. 
From 1948 to the present the authorization has been $15,000. For 
the last several years the appropriation pursuant to this authorization 
has been $13,500. 

Both the annual contribution to the Inter-Parliamentary Union and 
the expenses of the American delegation are carried in the Department 
of State annual appropriation act. Accounts of expenditures by the 
American Group, however, are not audited by the Department of 
State. The law provides that this appropriation is to be disbursed on 
vouchers to be approved by the President and the Executive Secretary 
of the American Group (June 28, 1935, ch. 322, sec. 1, 49 Stat. 425; 
Feb. 6, 1948, ch. 48, 62 Stat. 19; 22 U.S. C. 276). The Department 
of State Appropriation Act of August 25, 19: 37, states that certification 
by these two “shall hereafter be final and conclusive upon the account- 
ing officers in the auditing of all accounts of the American Group of 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union” (50 Stat. 770; 22 U.S. C. 276b). 

The following financial information was supplied by the Permanent 
Executive Secretary: 


American Group—Inter-Parliamentary Union 








| 








| 
Appropri- ‘eo 
Fiscal year | ated for Expended | | ated or PU ‘aueuened Expended 
ke $10, 000 | $8, 119. 11 $10, 000 | $10, 000 
RES RR Ge ee RR Ar, 10, 000 | 1, 204. 00 | 10, 000 | 10, 000 
as uct hte Rtwaedd pmepabensindswihrekeeh 15, 000 | 14, 600. 00 15, 000 | 15, 000 
anh Sea pa eg te 15, 000 14, 282. 10 15, 000 | 15, 000 
ee nig ee ere ian tats 15, 000 15, 000. 00 15, 000 15, 000 
RO a cra ae oe ee ee ole 13,500 | 13, 500.00 15,000 | 15, 000 
a a | 13, 500 | 13, 500.00 | 15, 000 | 15, 000 
Nags ata ee ee ee 13, 500 | | 13, 500. 00 | 15, 000 15, 000 


Norte.—T hese figures are drawn off Department of State statements, representing years 1947-54, inclusive, 
and are compilation of accounts for American Group of the Inter-Parliamentary Union kept at the Depart- 
ment of State and included in the budget covering ‘‘International Conferences” for such years. 


Special appropriations have been voted when the conference was 
held in the United States. In 1904 and 1925 Congress appropriated 
$50,000. In 1953, $150,000 was appropriated, of which $48,864.22 
was spent. Disbursements under the special appropriation of $150, 000 


for the 1953 meeting in Washington were itemized and placed in the 
Congressional Record of January 29, 1954, pages A717—719. 
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In recent years air transportation for the American Delegation has 
usually been provided by the Department of Defense. 

The 1935 act provides that “the American group of the Inter- 
Parliamentary Union shall submit to the Congress a report for each 
fiscal year for which an appropriation is made, including its expendi- 
tures under such appropriation” (49 Stat. 426; 22 U. S. C. 276a). 
House Document 24 of the 84th Congress, Ist session, titled “Reports 
To Be Made to Congress,” includes the report of the American Group 
as one of those to be made to Congress. 

The printed House and Senate documents do not contain such a 
report. Nor does the Congressional Record, except in the case of a 
report on the conference held in Washington in 1953 and inserted by 
Hon. Henry O. Talle. On occasion individual members of the 
United States delegation have made speeches on the floor during which 
they have referred to some activities of the conference. 

The Permanent Executive Secretary of the American Group is Dr. 
Franklin Dunham, of the Office of Education, Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare. He serves the American Group without 
salary. He attends the annual conferences with the American Dele- 
gation. During such time he is transferred to the Division of Inter- 
national Conferences, Department of State, on a nonreimbursable 
basis. The Congressional Directory lists an office of the Inter- 
Parliamentary Union at 1612 I Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 
This is the office of the American Peace Society, of which Dr. Dunham 
is secretary. It is a mailing address for which the American Group 
pays norent. Such files as exist are in the possession of Dr. Dunham 
or individual officers of the American Group. Dr. Dunham writes a 
report of the annual conference that appears in World Affairs, a 
quarterly publication of the American Peace Society. Dr. Dunham 
also makes a report to the Secretary General in Geneva on the action 
taken by the American Group to carry out conference resolutions. 
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